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Question 1
	The purpose of a communication roadmap is to evaluate the strength and needs of individuals with ASD. This approach recognizes that each person has different needs, thus requires different interventions to improve the quality of life. Besides, the roadmap enables guardians in charge of ASD children to measure the results, and this ensures the effectiveness of the approach (Autism Speaks, 2020).
Question 2 
	AT plays a crucial role in the ASD community. One of the purposes of using AT devices is to improve communication for students with ASD, regardless of age or speech ability. Secondly, the devices offer various tools that help in visual education to students with autism. Thirdly, devices are portable and can be easily accessed by the student for scheduling help in reducing reliance on parents or teachers. Fourthly, the AT devices aim to reduce the transition challenges as they notify the users about the next activity of the day (Autism Speaks, 2020). 
Question 3
	AT can help in the transition process by improving the decision-making skills of users. The tools guide students to start by making simple decisions like the food they want, and this boosts their self-advocacy skills, which are crucial as a person transitions to adulthood. Also, the tools enable guardians to develop an education plan which helps in transitioning to the next class or the next level of education (Ganz& Simpson, 2019). 
Question 4
	One of the takeaways from the first reading article is that the use of speech-generating devices is an evidence-based approach. There are available studies that prove how this approach can aid in improving speech among people with ASD. Secondly, speech applications improve communication in users since they act as motivation. Most of these tools match pictures and words, and this encourages the users to repeat the words when they see the object in the real world (Boutot, 2017). Thirdly, the assessment process is vital before a speech device is recommended to a child because different options can benefit the child depending on his or her speech development level (Braddock, 2015). 
Question 5 
	The first take away from the second article is that assistive technology plays a crucial part in improving functional capabilities, which are expected for a person to perform better in education. Secondly, the government ensures that students with ASD have a right to these technologies under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Thirdly, the government also works with schools through the Individualized Educational Program (IEP) to evaluate learners who require these technologies. Fourthly, the assessment under IEP is crucial in determining the teaching approaches to be delivered to a learner. Fifthly, a parent should insist on receiving the evaluation results from IEP in writing as this can be crucial when advocating for formal AT evaluation incase the first test was not sufficient (Autism Speaks, 2018). These approaches ensure that students with ASD achieve their potential in education. 
Question 6
	One of the things that surprised me from the facts and statistics section was the prevalence of ASD in the US. The data affirms that approximately one in 54 children are diagnosed with the condition (Autism Speaks, 2020). Secondly, I did not know that children born in older parents are more likely to have ASD. Thirdly, it is a surprise that loss of developmental skills such as language and socialization are the most prevalent among individuals with ASD. Fourthly, the disparities in the diagnosis of ASD are also astonishing. For instance, boys are four times likely to be diagnosed with ASD, and ethnic minorities have the lowest probabilities of attending early diagnosis (Autism Speaks, 2020). Fifthly, a  s 
urprising fact from the data is the common challenges experienced by children with ASD, and these include harmful behaviors such as head banging, arm biting, and skin scratching. 
Question 7
	The resource guide provides crucial information on services that may help students with ASD. This information will be essential in this course as it will help in understanding the needs of autistic students. The resources provide details on services such as safety, support groups, and treatment as well as how people can access the opportunities from the community. This information will also be crucial when discussing how I can apply my role as a special education teacher to guide students and their parents in receiving quality services. 
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